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PAGE 01 ROME 13293 301632Z 
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ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /031W 

126984 

R 301530Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2126 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

S EC RET ROME 13293 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 DECLASS IMPOSSIBLE TO DETERMINE DATE. 

TAGS: PFOR US IT SY XF 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN INQUIRY ON POSSIBILITY THAT SECRETARY MAY VISIT 
DAMASCUS 

1. ON NOVEMBER 30 RESPONSIBLE ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL 
ASKED ABOUT PRESS REPORTS THAT THE SECRETARY WOULD BE VISITING A 
NUMBER OF MID EASTERN CAPITALS INCLUDING DAMASCUS, AFTER NATO 
MINISTERIAL MEETING IN BRUSSELS. WE RESPONDED THAT WE HAD NO 
RPT NO INFORMATION ON REPORTED VISIT BY SECRETARY TO MID EAST. 

2. OFFICIAL SAID ITALIANS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED WHETHER SECRET- 
ARY MAY VISIT DAMASCUS BECAUSE OF ITALY'S ROLE AS PROTECTING 
POWER FOR U.S. INTERESTS IN SYRIA. OFFICIAL RECALLED THAT ITALIAN 
AMBASSADOR ORTONA HAD APPROACHED DEPARTMENT TWO WEEKS AGO 
SUGGESTING THAT ITALIANS MIGHT BE HELPFUL IN FACILITATING U.S. 
CONTACTS WITH SYRIANS ON SUBJECT OF RESUMPTION OF RELATIONS. 

HE SAID FOREIGN MINISTRY WAS OF COURSE AWARE OTHAT U.S. WAS IN 
DIRECT TOUCH WITH SYRIANS THROUGH SYRIAN UN MISSION. 

3. OFFICIAL ASKED THAT WE KEEP ITALIANS CLOSELY INFORMED SHOULD 
SECRETARY BE VISITING DAMASCUS AND OFFERED ITALIAN ASSISTANCE TO 
FACILITATE ANY PLANS BEING MADE. WE THANKED OFFICIAL FOR OFFER 
AND SAID WE WOULD QUERY DEPARTMENT ON SUBJECT. 

4. COMMENT: GIVEN ITALIAN RESPONSIBILITY FOR U.S. INTERESTS IN 
SYRIA, FONMIN OFFICIAL'S REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON POSSIBLE VISIT 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 ROME 13293 301632Z 

BY SECRETARY TO DAMASCUS IS FAIR ENOUGH. THEREFORE, IF SECRETARY 
CONTEMPLATING VISIT TO DAMASCUS, WE REQUEST THAT WE BE PROVIDED 
WITH AS MUCH ADVANCE INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE TO CONVEY TO ITAL- 
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IANS. IN ADDITION, WE SUGGEST THAT DEPARTMENT CONSIDER GIVING 
ITALIANS AT LEAST A COSMETIC ROLE ON SCENE, SHOULD SECRETARY VISIT 
SYRIA. VOLPE 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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